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BIBLE READING: ACTS 2:1-21 … WAYNE & WENDY-SUE 
 

* This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday ... and it’s kind of a double-

birthday. 

 

* In the Old Testament, in many senses it’s the birthday of the nation of 

Israel – giving of the Law at Mt Sinai – Shavuot. 

 

* And then when we turn to the New Testament, as Wayne and 

Wendy-Sue have just read ... Pentecost is the birth of the Church. 

 

* Jesus told His disciples in Acts 1:4 ... “Don’t leave Jerusalem, but 

wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about” 

 

* And they waited ... one day turned into two ... “When’s He going to 

give us this gift? What’s Jesus up to?” 

 

* Two days turned into three ... into four/five/six/seven/eight/nine ... 

each day the anticipation grew and grew ... 

 

* They gather together on Day 10 after the ascension, and something 

unprecedented starts to happen. 

 

* A sound like the blowing of a violent wind filled the whole house ... 

the idea is that this noise was so overwhelming you felt it. And tongues of 

fire appeared that separated off and rested on each person. 
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* And just as the house had been filled with the sound of the violent 

wind that they felt in their core, now they were filled with the Holy Spirit who 

birthed new life in each one. 

 

* And they received the ability to speak in languages they’d never 

learned ... and what God is doing in them can’t be contained and it seems 

like they spill out of the house, into the streets outside and they’re declaring 

God’s wonders ... declaring Good News. 

 

* This draws a crowd. People are amazed and perplexed, because 

they can hear the Gospel in their own language. 

 

* Peter preaches a Gospel message that declares Jesus and 3000 

people become followers of Jesus! And the Church is born!  
 

* This: 

• Spirit-empowered redemptive movement that Jesus spoke of 

• ever-expanding Kingdom of God which Jesus inaugurated 

• holy nation and kingdom of priests that Paul would later write about 

• interdependent Body of Christ, gifted by the Spirit to be God’s hands 

and feet in a world of vandalized Shalom ... 

 

* ... This Church was born. 

 

* And here’s my conviction ... Jesus dream for His Church has not 

changed. 
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* His Church is still designed to be a Spirit-empowered movement, not 

a monument to past glories as we’ve considered many times before. 

 

* His Church is still designed to be this ever-expanding Kingdom, 

where Jesus is King, we are His disciples ... and more than that – we’re 

disciple makers. 

 

* His Church is still designed to be His holy people in the midst of a 

corrupted and sinful world. 

 

* His Church is still designed to be this interdependent and gifted Body 

that turns back the vandalism of Shalom. 

 

* The last six months have been quite a ride. 

 

* For those of you who were here on Vision Sunday, you’d remember 

that I shared about how I sensed God calling us to take a further three 

steps toward our Vision of being a church that is Desperate For God, 

Passionate For People: 

• the Kingdom in your Field – God going with us into the fields He’s 

placed us in 

• Belonging – connecting relationally with one another (range of ‘us’ 

times) 

• ‘Dream Again’ – this sense that God was calling us to step up to the 

challenges He was bringing us, not just getting comfortable 
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* You see I sensed (and continue to sense) that as a church we stand 

at a fork in the road. 

 

* One way leads to comfortability, apathy and passivity ... to becoming 

a monument to past glories ... we’re in the nice-looking building, we can 

kick back and hit cruise-control. 

 

* The other way is more challenging, but embraces the movement of 

God’s Spirit ... is a bit messier, less predictable ... but in movement, God 

brings revelation of His glory. 

 

* So over the course of this year, I along with other leaders at Narara 

have been praying a LOT into this. I particularly want to thank our Prayer 

Team as well who have been drenching this in prayer. 

 

* And for the past few months there has been an image in my mind 

that’s taken shape (Pastor Will)  

 

 

 

 

* There’s the bigger picture, and there’s a smaller part of the bigger 

picture. 

 

* To be really honest with you, up until the end of this week, my 

message this morning was mainly going to focus on this smaller part of the 

bigger picture, because I felt we had a bit more clarity around that. 
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* Then on Friday morning, I can only describe it as the lights coming on 

around this bigger picture, I really sensed the Lord saying “The battle is 

going to be won or lost here” (Bigger picture). 

 

* For months now I’ve been wrestling with the Lord about this bigger 

picture “What is it Lord?” ... hours and hours in prayer. 

 

* Not much sleep Thursday night ... then Friday morning I spent a 

couple of hours with one of our amazing prayer warriors here at Narara. 

 

* And after they left, there was this moment ... I really sensed it was a 

God-moment ... and I actually said out loud “This is it! This is it!” 

 

* I feel like the Lord took me right up to the 11th hour ... but this is the 

bigger picture ... fire, wind, languages 

 

* Within the providence of God, I don’t think it’s a coincidence that this 

is Pentecost Sunday, because as best as I can discern it, the bigger picture 

is ‘the Pentecost reality’ ... that’s what God wants to do amongst us. 

 

* I don’t necessarily mean literal violent wind and tongues of fire ... but 

Lord if you want to do that I’m keen. 

 

* I mean He wants to begin a Pentecost work in us. We’d planned a 

preaching series on the Holy Spirit months ago before I got this download 
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on Friday, and over the coming weeks we’re going to explore this in more 

depth. 

 

* But I believe He wants to bring Fire. 

 

* What do I mean by that? Fire is all about purity and light. 

 

* The Old Testament background for what’s happening here is of fire 

being used to purify metals. 

 

* It’s found in the prophecies of Zechariah and Malachi, this notion that 

God refines his people in the midst of the fire because He wants for Himself 

a holy people. 

 

“I will put (them) into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like 

gold. They will call on my name and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are 

my people,’ and they will say, ‘The Lord is our God’” Zechariah 13:9 

 

* God is wanting to refine us. Why? Because he wants a holy people ... 

a people not blown back and forth by the surrounding culture, but rather a 

Church that shapes and influences the culture, because they’re different ... 

not in an awkward cheesy-Churchy way ... not in a self-righteous 

condescending way ... but a people who: 

• love King Jesus 

• follow King Jesus 

• are obedient to King Jesus 
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* A people who don’t play games and make excuses with sin and 

rebellion, but see it for what it really is ... sin is life-taking, not life-giving ... 

it’s killing you and stealing your joy! 

 

* And fire is about light ... revelation. God wants to reveal Himself to 

you. 

 

* He wants to do it through His word and through His Spirit. 

 

* But for many of us He can’t ... He can’t because the only time we pick 

up His Word is on a Sunday, and there’s precious little space we give Him 

throughout the week to be attentive to promptings of the Spirit and prayer. 

 

* Please hear me, I’m not talking a legalistic “7-out-7 Quiet times or 

God doesn’t love you” ... nothing could be further from the truth ... God 

loves you passionately, and He wants to talk to you, He wants to bring you 

revelation, but my sense is that a good number of us just aren’t listening. 

 

* And I sense God wants to bring the Wind of the Spirit. The wind 

spoken of there is the creative power that God’s Spirit brings to bear. 

 

* Remember Genesis 1? ... the Spirit (Ruach) hovering over the 

surface of the deep erupts in creative power. 

 

* God has creative Spirit power that He wants to bring to bear in and 

through you/us. And part of the challenge here is that wind of the Spirit isn’t 
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neat and tidy, it’s normally a bit messy ... man this is something I struggle 

with. 

 

* ILLUSTRATION: LES SCARBOROUGH – HOLY SPIRIT CHAOS 

• I like things nice, neat and in a row 

• Part of the journey of the last 6 months for me has been embracing 

some Holy Spirit chaos, but in the midst of it, seeing God’s power in 

amazing ways. 

 

* ILLUSTRATION: REVIVE PASTOR’S GATHERING 

“There’s a new area you are going into, to serve/build/create.  Knowing you 

are called to it, you’ve wholeheartedly chosen to go there and get into it, to 

achieve God’s purpose in it. That’s the call, and it’s right and good; your 

response and place in it is, too. Amidst that, though, you have an 

uncomfortable uncertainty in that it feels like there’s not quite enough info, 

planning, detail in it; a seat-of-the-pants feel to it that is not how you would 

prefer to begin.” 

 

* “I don’t have all the answers, but let’s go one step at a time”. 

 

* And I sense God wants to bring Language – if you read on in the text 

the reason the Spirit gave languages was missional impetus ... He was 

empowering them to engage in mission so that people in a variety of 

communities could hear the Good News. 

 

* We engage in a number of ministries here that are great ministries, 

and my sense is that God may be calling us to lean further into those things 
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we’re already doing, and see how those ministries, empowered by His 

Spirit can develop even greater impetus for mission. 

 

* I believe that God’s going to draw people to Himself through our 

ministries as we intentionally step back lift our eyes from the everyday of 

‘keeping the big wheels turning’ and say “Lord give me language ... what’s 

it going to look like to engage in your mission through this ministry. How 

can we best communicate your Good News through this.” 

 

* I believe that God’s going to draw people to Himself in our fields as 

we intentionally step back lift our eyes from the everyday busyness and say 

“Lord give me language ... what’s it going to look like to engage in your 

mission in this field. How can I best communicate your Good News here.” 

 

* I believe God wants to bring the Pentecost reality here ... it may not 

going to be easy ... in fact at times it may be downright painful, but consider 

the fruit of it. Read on in Acts 2 and see what the Pentecost reality looks 

like. 

 

* We’ll do it together ... one step at a time 

 

* Next Sunday we take a step when we begin teaching into this – 

‘Filled’ series. 

 

* On June 17th there’s another step ... please be here for our Dream 

Again Prayer night, where we’re going to be seeking God ... lifting our eyes 

from the everyday and seeking His leadership, blessing and guidance in 
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our lives and ministries ... in many senses pressing into this Pentecost 

reality ... seeking Him about big picture ... and for this part (smaller) as well. 

 

* I actually feel like this part has a bit more clarity and there’s a 

significant story to this ... it’s actually a series of intersecting stories. 

 

* For the past two years we’ve been encouraged us as individuals to 

go into our fields, but my sense is that God’s calling us collectively to enter 

another field too. 

 

* Forty years ago a group of people were feeling led to plant this 

church in the valley. 

 

* I’ve shared stories with you before from that time ... stories of 

sacrifice, commitment and a desire to reach into this community/field with 

the Good News of Jesus. 

 

* You and I have been greatly blessed by the vision God gave them, 

and my sense, and that of our Pastors/Staff and Elders is that God is 

leading us toward planting another location of NVBC on the Coast. 

 

* There are a number of ways you can plant ... 

 

* ILLUSTRATION: SOUTHWESTERN – PARACHUTE DROP  

• dropped into that church with no support/contact from the ‘sending 

church’ ... just ‘Go do it’. 
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• set up policies, financial systems, processes, governance structures 

... all important things, but they soak up time & energy that you need 

to actually connect with people in the community 

 

* What I and our leadership have been sensing is something different.  

 

* What if rather than dropping someone into a community on the Coast 

and they have to do all those things that can soak up time & energy ... what 

if this new church was still a part of NVBC. 

 

* What if it shared and contributed to the same Elders, P&S, Board, 

policies, financial systems ... it didn’t waste resources and time in 

replicating those things ... but was planting NVBC in another location on the 

Coast? ... 

 

* It’d need to be nuanced to the community in which it was being 

planted, but it’d still be part of NVBC ... it’d carry the Narara DNA. 

 

* A little while after Vision Sunday, I started to get a few nudges about 

this ... not a ‘thus saith the Lord’, but some nudges. 

 

* Shared that with the Pastors/Staff team ... let’s take one step at a 
time and check this out. 

 

* We visited three churches – one Baptist, one Anglican and one 

Churches Of Christ – all of which had planted in other locations, but those 

plants still part of the original church and it was incredibly helpful to learn 
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from their experiences ... lesson from all three churches, you’re DNA as 
a church is never going to be perfect ... but it needs to be healthy 
otherwise you replicate unhealth - this is where the battle is won or 
lost. 
 

* Another story started to intersect ... 

 

* ILLUSTRATION: BENJ 

• For some years Pastor Benj’s and I had been discussing and 

discerning that maybe part of his gift mix was apostolic (Gk: 

apostolos – one who is sent) ... go into new situations and start 

ministries/churches. 

• while we were visiting the three churches, praying for God’s leading, I 

began to talk to Benj about this ... would he consider leading the plant 

in that other location? 

• He’d been getting some nudges about that as well, but needed to talk 

with Mel too, which he did and there was confirmation and willingness 

to take next steps. 

• He has the right gift mix, he’s got a passion to plant, we know & love 

he and Mel, and we trust them 

 

* Another piece of the puzzle seemed to come into place ... one step 
at a time. 

 

*  Two prophetic words “You’re going in the right direction”. 
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* Took it to the Elders, and it was the Elders that first alerted me to the 

bigger picture – great call ... another step 

 

* Collectively the Elders and Pastors/Staff met to pray and discern ... 

the collective sense of that God is that we sense God is in this part of the 

bigger picture. 

 

* Talked to the Board and explored some of the early questions and 

implications of looking at something like this. 

 

* That said ... I along with the Pastors/Staff and Elders do have a 

sense that God is part of ‘Dreaming Again’, but there’s stacks of questions 

that drop out of this: 

• where would we plant on the Coast? ... don’t know fully just yet 

• what’s this going to cost financially? ... still have to work out the 

numbers 

• what about the Youth Pastor role? ... for now Benj will continue to 

serve as Youth Pastor, but in time we may need to look at a transition 

plan 

 

* Please hear me, I don’t bring this all tied up in a bow with all the 

answers, we’re at early stages, but we’re going to take it one step at a 
time. 

 

* So on the 17th June we’re going to pray into this as well. Please hear 

me, the 17th isn’t a Q&A session ... as we take one step at a time, we’d look 

at forums and Growth Group discussions. 
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* As I said earlier, on the 17th we’re going to lifting our eyes from the 

everyday and seeking God’s on-going leadership, blessing and guidance, 

in both the plant part and the bigger picture. 

 

* So please, as I’ve said for the past 3 weeks, unless you’re on your 

deathbed, be there on the 17th. We’ve got a lot of important things to pray 

into. 

 

* ILLUSTRATION: PRAYING ON THE SOUTHERN STEPS 
“Lord, do it again on the Coast”. 

Pentecost reality 

 

 

 

 

 

 


